OMAHA FIRE DEPARTMENT SAFETY COMMITTEE

January 28, 2009 Meeting Notes

Jan09 Meeting

The Safety Committee met on Wednesday, January 28, 2009, at Fire Headquarters in the West Conference Room.

	MEMBER
	ATTENDANCE

	Assistant Chief Joe Gibilisco
	Present

	ActAssistant Chief Tim Book
	Present

	ActB/C Kathy Georges
	Present

	B/C Scott Baughman(TSB)
	Present

	Capt Tim Gilman
	Present

	Capt Zach Ryan
	Present

	BC Bob McDonnell
	     Absent

	BC Rob McEvoy
	Present

	Deacon Hayes – City Safety Inspector
	Present

	David Stolp – Civilian Appointed Member 
	     Absent


Also present was Ed Schmidt of 911, and ActAC-A Rob Prucha was asked to join us for a while for his input. 

A quorum was present.  The Dec08 minutes were approved

OLD BUSINESS

a. How to Implement the plan of sending a 2nd truck
The original suggestion had been to attach a prompt to the dispatcher to inquire if a 2nd truck was wanted.  However, there is already a prompt attached to notify FC2 of all Still Alarms, and only 1 prompt is possible in the computer system.  Mr Schmidt explained that if the Still Alarm becomes a Working Fire, FC2 is then dispatched, but the notification was a ‘heads up’ and was only supposed to be a temporary thing, begun at a time when so many chiefs were new to their position.  ActAC Prucha agreed that the notification was a good thing, and he felt it should be continued.

Mr Schmidt went on to explain more of the limitations of the computer system.  He had brought a list of what types of rigs were dispatched to various types of call, and most of them were at or near the maximum of 10 rigs.  He could add a prompt to ask about sending another truck to Fire Alarm dispatches, but he wanted to caution us that his operators are not just dealing with this one incident, they may be handling as many as 10 or 15 incidents at one time, so there may be times when the prompt might not be enacted.
After careful consideration of this information, it was suggested that PSS be removed from the automatic dispatch in favor of a 2nd truck, and that the PSS be added via a prompt for the dispatch operator to ask if the PSS should be notified.

BC McEvoy made a motion: that the automatic dispatches for Fire Alarms be changed to include a second truck, and that a prompt be enacted to ask if the PSS should be dispatched.

ActAC Book seconded the motion.

Motion carried unanimously.

b. High strength Jaws of Life

It had been stated at the previous meeting that Engine 51 and Engine 21 had high-strength Jaws of Life, which are needed on today’s vehicles.  It was suggested that one of these engines be sent to any incident that included ‘persons pinned’.  However, Mr Schmidt stated their computer has no way to indicate which rigs have specialized equipment such as that.  ActAC Book stated this had been discussed with TSB and others, and the High Strength Jaws will be assigned to R1 and R2, thereby covering the entire city.  TSB has the money to order a new set, and is looking for ways to obtain even more sets, because with the current budget levels, we would take about a decade to get enough of them.
c. R1 & R2 response to Fire Alarms

It was stated that R1 and R2 currently respond to Fire Alarms in alpha mode, but they respond to gas leaks with lights and sirens.  It was felt that they should respond to Fire Alarms with the same urgency.  There was some discussion over whether they should both respond lights and sirens, or if the one furthest away should respond alpha.  Although one of them may be traveling quite a distance to respond, having them both start out as priority would avoid confusion about which one was ‘closer’.
BC McEvoy made a motion: that the closest Rescue unit respond to Fire Alarms in priority mode and the other Rescue unit respond in alpha mode.

Capt Gilman seconded the motion.

BC McEvoy amended his motion: that both Rescue units respond to Fire Alarms in priority mode.

Capt Gilman seconded the motion.

Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

d. False Alarms
The current policy is that all units dispatched to a Still Alarm will respond in priority mode until arrival, regardless of any additional information 911 may receive, such as the alarm company calling in to say it was a false alarm.

Capt Gilman made a motion: to change the policy so that the responding chief has the discretion to change response modes based on additional information received.

BC McEvoy seconded the motion.

Motion carried.

other business

a.
Move ups.  There has been much confusion during recent move-ups when a moved-up rig decided to return to their home station in order to eat.  ActAC Book stated he would emphasize to the BCs that move-ups are permanent until those rigs are released to return to their home station by dispatch.
b.
Radio Testing.  A recent radio test found a few problems that are being rectified.  The expectation is that the testing will be repeated on a regular basis.  Mr Schmidt stated that would be fine, but requested that the testing of the panic button on the radios be limited to no more than once a quarter, as listening to so many panic buttons going off in one day was quite stressful for his operators.  He also asked that everybody be trained on the proper way to turn off the panic button, should they activate it by accident.
c.
Retreat Tone.  It was mentioned that when a Retreat, Withdraw or Evacuate is called for at a fire scene, the tone sent out over the radios by 911 is not always recognized as a call to get out.  Mr Schmidt explained that they have 3 tones available, and those tones are used for Medical Calls, Still Alarms, and Fire Alarms.  They do not have another tone available to indicate Evacuate, so they send out the Medical tone, hoping that people would hear a tone they were not expecting, and register that something important is going on.
The meeting was adjourned at 1048 hours.

NEXT MEETING:
WEDNESDAY, February 25, 2009



0900 HOURS



EAST CONFERENCE ROOM

REMEMBER:  FORM OFD-290, OMAHA FIRE DEPARTMENT SAFETY COMMITTEE REPORT FORM IS AVAILABLE TO SUBMIT SAFETY CONCERNS TO THE SAFETY COMMITTEE.

(FORM OFD-290 IS ALSO AVAILABLE VIA PUBLIC FOLDERS/OMAHA)

